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R 192059Z MAR 77 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO AMEMBASSY PARIS 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY MONROVIA 

SECRET STATE 061941 

EXDIS, PARIS FOR ROBERT MRT.ONF, 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, ET, US 

SUBJECT: FUTURE OF FORMER ETHIOPIAN FONMIN KIFLE WODAJO 
REF: (A) MONROVIA 1772 (B) STATE 38994 (BEING RPTD PARIS) 

1 . THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS BEING PROVIDED TO ASSIST 
EMBASSY PARIS IN DRAT, TNG WITH FORMER ETHIOPIAN FONMIN KIFLE 
WODAJO PER REF A. 

2. FOLLOWING COL. MENGISTU'S FEBRUARY 3 CONSOLIDATION OF 
POWER IN ETHIOPIA, IN WHICH CHIEF OF STATE TEFERI 

BANTI AND SIX OTHER TOP OFFICIALS OF ETHIOPIA’S PROVISIONAL 
MILITARY ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL (PMAC) WERE KILLED, FONMIN 
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KIFLE STAYED ABROAD RATHER THAN RETURN TO ADDIS ABABA FROM 
AN OAU MEETING IN LUSAKA. HE CONTACTED EMBASSY MONROVIA 
ON FEBRUARY 15. KIFLE HAS NOT PUBLICLY BROKEN WITH THE 
ETHIOPIAN PROVISIONAL MILITARY GOVERNMENT (EPMG), BUT 
AFTER ATTEMPTING TO GET KIFLE TO RETURN, EPMG HAS NOW 
REPLACED HIM AS FONMIN. 
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3. IN MONROVIA, KIFLE INDICATED AN INTENTION TO SEEK 
POLITICAL ASYLUM IN THE U.S. GUIDANCE FOR DEALING WITH 
KIFLE WAS CONTAINED REF B. AND REFLECTED DEPARTMENT S 
CONCERN THAT POTENTIAL SURFACING OF A NUMBER OF FORMER 
ETHIOPIAN DIPLOMATS IN THE U.S. MIGHT CAUSE DIFFICULTIES 

IN OUR BILATERAL RELATIONS WITH ETHIOPIA. THE EPMG CALLED 
HOME BY MARCH 4 ALL CHIEFS OF MISSION FOR CONSULTATION AND 
A PRESUMED LOYALTY REVIEW. FYI: WE KNOW OF AT LEAST 
SEVEN WHO HAVE OPTED NOT TO RETURN. THE AMBASSADORS TO 
CAIRO, BONN AND TOKYO HAVE ARRIVED IN U.S. ON NORMAL VISAS, 
AND TWO OF THEM ARE SEEKING POLITICAL ASYLUM. END FYI. 

4. KIFLE EXPRESSED UNDERSTANDING OF OUR POSITION AND 
ASKED FOR A LIST OF U.S. EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS HE MIGHT 
CONTACT FOR EMPLOYMENT OR SCHOLARSHIPS. THIS WAS 
PROVIDED. KIFLE INDICATED APPRECIATION FOR INFORMATION 
AND SAID HE WOULD CONTACT BOB MELONE IN PARIS. 

5. GUIDANCE CONTAINED PARA SIX REF B IS STILL VALID. WE 
WOULD PREFER THAT KIFLE NOT TRAVEL TO U.S. FOR A FEW 
MONTHS BUT USE THE TIME TO SEEK EMPLOYMENT IN THE U.S. 

AND ELSEWHERE. WHILE WE ARE NOT RPT NOT ENCOURAGING 
KIFLE OR OTHER ETHIOPIAN OFFICIALS TO SEEK ASYLUM IN THE 
U.S., WE SEE NO OBVIOUS REASON WHY HE SHOULD NOT BE 
ELIGIBLE FOR AN APPROPRIATE VISA IF HE OBTAINED A 
FELLOWSHIP OR JOB OFFER. SHOULD HE REQUEST POLITICAL 
ASYLUM IN THE U.S., MISSION SHOULD BE GUIDED BY STATE 
A-5895 OF SEPT. 10, 1975. 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 061941 


VANCE 


SECRET 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 

Capture Date: 01 -Jan-1 994 12:00:00 am 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: POLITICAL ASYLUM 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 19-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 

Decaption Date: 22 May 2009 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE061941 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JWHITING:PS 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D770095-0940 
Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: 

Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1977/newtext/t1 9770341 /aaaabjvj. tel 

Line Count: 100 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: a18e5cb5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN SS 

Original Classification: SECRET 

Original Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: SECRET 
Previous Handling Restrictions: EXDIS 
Reference: 77 MONROVIA 1772, 77 STATE 38994 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 07-Feb-2005 12:00:00 am 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 3055600 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FUTURE OF FORMER ETHIOPIAN FONMIN KIFLE WODAJO 
TAGS: PFOR, ET, US, (WODAJO, KIFLE) 

To: PARIS 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a18e5cb5-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
22 May 2009 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



